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Plenty of Jobs, 
But... 


By R. LIMA 


AM a South American! 
student who is living for | 
a few vears in the U. S. A.| 
Last week I began what for | 


me was a very interesting 
adventure: working in a fac- 
tory as a real worker. 
Discrimination is forbidden 
by law in Chicago. So the sign 
placed by the X. G. Company 
in front of its main door said 
only that workers were 
needed, men-and women. 


I pushed the large, glass- 
paned door and entered. 

“Would you please stand in 
line?” 


I walked into the office of | 


the personnel manager and 
stood behind the -two white 
girls and three men who were 
already there. 


“Next, please!” 


There were plenty of jobs. 
As always happens at the be- 
ginning of September, 
students 
just for the summer had left 
for school. The men and | 
women looking for a job were | 
also in large ‘number, 
Company employers knew)! 
this. That is why, probably, 
they decided to give them- 
selves to the luxury of dis- 
crimination. 


When a white person en-| 


tered the lobby, 
manager, Mr. Thompson, 
walked towards him or her in 


a friendly manner and guided | 


the person into his office with 
a big smile. 

“Sure! There are plenty of| 
jobs. You have just to fill this | 
application and to- -morrow 
you will be working.” 


LENTY OF JOBS... But 

when a colored person 
entered, the same Mr. Thomp- 
son went immediately to meet 
him with the sad, hypocritical 
politeness of an undertaker 
racketeer and told him 


“IT am very sorry. We have 
no more jobs.” 
The colored man, who as 


like as not, needed a decent 
job much more than any white 
person, had to smile sheep- 
ishly, say “Thanks” to Mr. 
Thompson and go down to the 
street. To go on walking. To 
(Continued on page 6) 


T SEEMS to be a common 
belief among “good and 


right thinking” Catholics that | 


acceptance of the supernatural 
law means that one must 
stand aloof from nature. 
Nothing is farther from the 
truth. Acceptance of the sup- 
ernatural law means that your 
daily life in society reflects 
your certainty that everything 
you do has its meaning in 
eternity. : 


many | 
who were working | 


xX. G.| 


the personnel | 


ful issue of their fight in the | 


~ Christian ‘Responsibility i inthe | 
Modern World | 


By Leon King 


1... (Continued on page 6) 
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DANIEL AND THE LIONS 


Catholic Attorney Wins Clients 
Right to Marry Person of Choice 


California Law Against Interracial Marriage Held Void 


which was called 


TTORNEY DANIEL /|California Supreme Court for | law, 
MARSHALL and Rev. 


George Dunne, S.J., promoters | receiv 
of the Lee Angeles Catholic | mony in spite of complexion | 


differences. 
Interracial Council, are to be| 


California’s ban on _ inter- 
) 1e success- | : 
congratulated on tl ; racial marriages, on the stat- 


ute books since the first ses-| 
| sion of the Legislature in 1850, 
|was ruled unconstitutional by | 
the State Supreme “Court in| 
a 4-to-3 decision. ARDINAL SPELLMAN| 

Two sections of the state’: 5 was pr aised b y 
| civil code forbidding “all mar- yaAcp (National Association 
lriages of white persons with a Gn bie 
| Negroes, Mongolians, mem- 


e the sacrament of mat- | dice and intolerance ” 


a marriage license to Andrea 
D. Perez, "23 years old, a w hite | 
Contam on page 6) 


Most Catholics have been | 
little disturbed by modern|bers of the Malay race, 
society’s almost total violation | mulattoes” were held void in in having colored children ad- 
of Christ’s teachings. A few/|the majority opinion, written | mitted to a Catholic boarding 
have seen and understood the; by Justice Roger J. Traynor. |school in the archdiocese which 
perfidy of our times but they | It was the first time, mem-|had_ rejected a _nine-year- 
have remained silent for fear|bers of the bench said, that old boy because of his color. 
of scandalizing the respectable | any tribunal, state or Federal, | Monsignor Campion and other 
Christians. At times they have| had declared such a law ille- | priests from Brooklyn called 
spoken out most eloquently | gal. this to the attention of His 
and with great vigor on ques-| Twenty-nine other states|Eminence. Two colored boys 
tions of doctrine but when it;}have anti-mixed marriage|now attend the school. The 
statutes similar to California’s|boy who originally applied is 





ancement of Col-| 
or ored People) for his influence | 


Catholic Priest 
Meets Dixiecrat 
Chief in Radio 
Debate 


| Ina radio debate with Gov. 
Fielding L. Wright of Missis- 
sippi, “Dixiecrat” vice presi- 
dential nominee, an official 
Catholic Committee of the 
South statement on “state’s 
rights” was expounded here 
by Fr. Vincent J. O’Connell, 
S. M., general chairman of the 
committee. 


“An honorable term such 
as ‘State’s Rights’ is dis- 
honored when used to justify 
racial injustice and discrimi- 
nation,” said Fr. O’Connell. 
He and the “Dixiecrat” lead- 
er Gov. F. Wright appeared 
on station WWL, operated by 
Loyola University of the 
South. 

+ 5.8.2? 


Fr, O'Connell quoted from 
a statement issued 10 days 
earlier by the New Orleans 
unit of CCS to the effect that 
civil rights problems should 
be met on local levels, but 
that federal intervention was 
justified when states fail to 
defend constitutional rights 
of Negro citizens. 


“Opposition to regulation 
by federal enactment seems 
hypocritical and lacking solid 
moral foundation when states 
and communities have failed 
to right wrongs and to brin 
sectional law, tradition a 
life into harmony with con- 
stitutional statutes and the 
over all American way of life 
and tradition,” Father O’Con- 
nell said. 


“Here we believe to be ap- 
propriate the words of the 
immortal Pope Leo XIII: ‘If, 
therefore, an injury has been 
done to or threatens either 
the common good or the in- 
terests of individual groups, 
which injury cannot in any 
other way be repaired or pre- 
| vented, it is necessary for 
| public authority to intervene.” 

“As a principle, these words 


the| may in our case insinuate the 
the right of two Catholics to| product of “ignorance, preju-| intervention of the superior 


‘authority delegated by the 


The court ordered the Los’ States under the constitution 
| Angeles County Clerk to issue to the Congress.” 


Referring to the Catholic 
(Continued on page 6) 





__ NAACP Praises Cardinal Spellman 


now in a Catholic school in 


the} Massachusetts. 


This action was no surprise 
ito us at Friendship House as 
we know of many cases where 
Cardinal Spellman has rem- 
edied the evil of discrimina- 
tion. He does it quietly and 
charitably with no fanfare. 
This case, however, was wide-~ 
ly reported in the Negro press. 
The cardinal is following his 
policy stated years ago, 
“There will be no schools for 
white children, no schools for 
colored children, only schools 
for children,” 
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MABEL C. KNIGHT.......-. ak ce potod 006) tay ce gn ed amen And love will bring us peace with one another when we| as a 
CATHRBRINE DP HUECK DOHERTY..........-0.++e004- Associate Editor love our fellow men as ourselves, for this makes us want to | HEN any priest “puts penec 
— ate iis is jes secvocss seee or | fulfill their heart’s desire as though it were our own. on record his private pat 
fev. EDWARD DUGAN... ese . covccccceorcss ee Oficial Moderator 98 a 
A Member of the Catholic Press Association ~ i | thoughts on the Mass” it will — 7 
St. Thomas Aquinas always be tremendously in- loave: 
Catholic Interracialist is owned, operated and published monthly, September threage | teresting. But when that oes I 
Sane fork 90.1 Tr Batsred ue sneund clean macter December 12, 3568, at the Post |priest is an eminent Oxonian, peopl 
las antler Mepeuntior ie ate ak the Biot Games ox! New Yoru, N.Y. tudor tae | = the reputation for Bibli- ing f 
Act. of March 3, 1879. Subscription price, $1.00 year. Single copies, 10c. cal scholarship that Msgr. we, v 
| ‘Knox has (translations into in the 
;modern idiom of Old Testa- penny 
Leaveners of the People See FS 
iia. | (Broadcast Mind, Essays in As a 
EOPLE everywhere today want to do a real job in| Satire), snd something’ of & aor i 
rebuilding society from the bottom. They recog- | detective story writer (Via- five 
nize that something is radically wrong. But are we | — 11. oe ys 
prepared for a really radical solution ? | Under his pen the strange _ 
iscover how each one. and heavy Latin, of the Mass ; 
The problem seems to be to disco 0 |  pomastinses cated ty roadie with | 
of us can be Christ, and so transform the places where | | sometimes legalistic, comes to of his 
; f the first century in love life, as for example a truly 
we live and work. A man 0 ry a breathtaking chapter (there 
with God reacted to his environment acording to its ‘was something breathtaking 
problems. Likewise, how a man today in love with God | |in each chapter, I found) on | 
\ ‘the Preface, which goes in Dear | 
reacts to the issues of the day, is of the utmost | part like this: Gre 
° | , ( 
importance. _ “Sursum Corda (Lift up phia, ' 
The vivid personal picture in “Priest-Workman in or hearts) ... It means Love,’ 
Germany” is unforgettable because it breathes Fr. Per-| ‘aie ‘wieder etl aoe = = ing '« 
rin’s intense, warm love of Christ. Mrs. Clare Huchet| |God.. In what spirit? Peni- covere 
Bishop has given us a bird’s-eye view of other French tence? NO. Confidence? No. a 
varieties of the fresh, vital Christian yeast that has been | ferries ia, e? Not Its I 
fermenting there and inspiring the rest of the world. atten No-avuiiaiie: tot indave 
hast : . : ly, alive, with men and! FAST OF 6T. LUKE, EVANGELIST Cart Mersechel. US give thanks to Our Lord were, 
America is alive, too Literal y ® . ee ee ee eee ot ae ae eS ae God. All the other things too, city, ; 
women from every field and walk of life who have given | | of course... but the CHAR. only 2 
five, ten, and more years of their lives in heroic, man or woman desirous of following the Pope's plea to| ACTERISTIC ATTITUDE OF wave, 
persevering absorption and application to rebuilding reconstruct the social order! By temperament, or be- 5 WOE cae + dP 
“their” sector of the apostolate. cause of occupation, or marriage, perhaps they cannot Gop IN THANKFULNESS. Side a 
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE for example, has been living surrender all their time to an organization. ane That is why we call it the ment 
a Mb _know that every man has a special work to do for God. Holy Eucharist. First and this 1 
and working in the harlems of America for ten years, hall lary eis nani so. There is our cwn foremost, the Mass means re- My Ir 
specializing in a positive program to heal the wounds NEIGHBORHOOD PARISH BUSINESS minding ourselves of our Re- the ex: 
of society caused by race hatred, and fighting racial » Our » our » demption—Jesus Christ was and re 
discrimination everywhere and our SOCIAL CONTACTS. crucified for me. First and very 
v ; : \foremost, then, we are catch- ticles 
The wounds in our society are many. The wars, and The couple who used to drink on Saturday nights, ing our breath at a great de- “In the 
the ill-fed, ill-clothed, ill-housed third of our people and who may still drink, spend lots of time now in- fiveratce, and thanking God Miss 
have given us a tremendous responsibility. Movements doctrinating their friends on the value of Catholic a i 
like the CATHOLIC WORKER have devoted their Action, getting them to join parish activities, are active = delightful definitions aes a 
energies to affirming our personal responsibility for themselves, is what we mean. The mother of four a tak oor” ee tae ened, 
all our brothers, by their words and heroic example. children who joins an exclusive Catholic Women’s Club in the red cassock with hie- ea 
Movements like the GRAIL and THE CATHOLIC in order to clarify the issue of racial discrimination ooeune Ba a me cal “d 
RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE have concentrated practiced against fellow Catholic women is what we Pies’ Win Ale ia fi aoe had gc 
their resources on the upbuilding of Christian family mean. The utilities worker who joins the company dis- to be performed in his hands.” a 
life, the living of the liturgy every day, and the return | cussion club and gets on the program committee sothat: arpaR... “a keyhole Pm a 
to the land. subjects like Labor, Unionism, Race Prejudice, or through which you look right ied 
is > Bourgeois Values, get discussed is what w an. The back to the catacombs.” : 
The Y.C.W. (Young Christian Workers) and Y.CS. 8 f “6 a di ome ~ OREMUS... “(let us pray) cial di 
(Young Christian Students) train and equip young peo- | graduate of a Catholic college who works with the Uni- useful sort of alarm clock ploitat 
ple to dase the basic issues of our day, and oe to Versity Club of his city to indoctrinate the group as to. to wake us up at various eae 
; p ’ , e ‘ thd: ‘ ° . ‘ ts : ” whe r 
grips with them. The CHRISTOPHERS, the LEGION | ei Personal responsibility in not excluding qualified | points ioe oe 
Y. THE THIRD ORDERS. AC.T.U. (A Negroes from their gnembership. . . . The Catholic) TE IGITUR ... who would of Soc 
OF MARY, T ere aon oe eee teacher who works for a non-Catholic university, so Ve" have thought of render- dark 1 
ciation of Catholic Trade Unionists), the SODALITY, eae a Ys ing it “Chrmm.. . Well, then, the da 
Oe ee es da ahinnes Aocalink diverdity of that she may utilize or create opportunities for people as’ 1 was saying "ee * e@ 
P g eiversity ©" to learn about God, the Church’ cial d|“ ” as “it’ Line 
a}: . ? S$ social program, an Aequum et salutare” as “it’s 
specialized apostolic works, that appeal to every type cattle “ad ” (that i now re; 
the liturgy. ... The five young people who banded to- @ MDeatthy sign. . = vicious 
and cover every field. th San tenis faelcth = seal ‘ .. when a Christian finds him- eg 
gether under their favorite curate, rented a store in coir at all sorts of odd times mific 


Publicity reflects the same wide variety. -News- 
papers like TODAY, INTEGRITY, THE CATHOLIC 
WORKER, LABOR LEADER, WORK, IMPACT, 
CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST (formerly Friendship 
House News), and a host of others are giving the 20th 


their parish, fixed it up with books and things, and 
make a bee-hive of activity by doing the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy, practice saying or singing the 
mass together, helping with converts (before and after), 
promoting Catholic marriages and courses to help 


wanting to thank God) ? 

Its very brevity—138 pages 
—is another recommendation. 
Though there are some things 
that may cause liturgists of 
the rigid school to sniff, such 
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century interpretation to the gospel. young people get the right ideas about sex and the 4s his easy and equal disposal eh 
Yes, the American lay apostolates are developing family. ... These are a few samples of the well-nigh ie +s r titi So oe tion. 

specialists who by dint of their daily living and piled up inexhaustible ways Catholics wherever they are can be tate to say that these talks, a 
experience are becoming authorities, material perhaps interpreting Christ in the 20th century, can be leaven- originally given to school of <a 
for the sociology textbooks of tomorrow. But there ing their “milieu.” ord Sin theta shee where 
” oe eee — has meter diy Because the “temporal is a wounded reality which oe of “new” ma- oe 
_ to declare that this is it . . . and no other. ave @’ we must heal by our love,” we poor humans, full of (2,02 OS be fant eterna 
place and each helps the others. What is more, a vast| pide and selfishness as we are. unprepared to be the |\Me, Ageia tiie oake pover: 
host of unorganized apostolates may, in the long run P a oe Mews. Attealty this makes a and a 
. he f P ich f 8 h temples of the Trinity, must yet realize the great role their very freshness and iio a 
perspective of the future, accomplish more tor the Gog expects us to play in the redemption of humanity, | charm. And, anyhow, when ean: 


leavening of society today when all is said and done. 
What a tempting, vast field is open to the Catholic 
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‘find the gold mines in our “back yards” waiting to be 


tapped, be co-workers of Jesus Christ. 
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,it comes to the Mass, aren’t 
ive all children? 


—Ann Harrigan. 
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Boy with Loaves and Fishes 


From “Mass In Slow Motion,” by Monsignor Knox 


ALWAYS like to think of 
the Offertory of the Mass 
as a repetition of what hap- 


pened when our Lord fed the, 


five thousand people in the 
wilderness, just with a few 
loaves and a couple of fishes 
... Here are five thousand 
people all hungry and shout- 
ing for food. “Whence shall 
we, with only a few coppers 
in the common purse, buy 200 
pennyworth of bread, in a 
trackless desert where there 
are no bakers’ shops anyhow? 
As a matter of fact, there is 
an urchin here ... who has 
five loaves and two small 


fishes, but that isn’t going to. 


go far among 5,000.” All the 
same, the urchin is produced 
and stands there on one leg 


with his thumb in the corner | 
of Sheed and Ward. 


of his mouth, looking up at 


Our Lord and grinning, “You 
can have them if you want.” 


That is the server at Mass; | 
the boy in the red cassock | 


with the hiccoughs who pro- 
vides the priest with the ma- 
terial for the miracle that is 


just going to be performed in | 


his hands. A _ pathetically 


small ration; but it is some-, 


thing; Our Lord only wants 


Everything we do for him... 
is so ridiculously inadequate, 
considered in itself; it is his 


grace really, that has got to, 


do the miracle, to make some- 
thing out of our efforts. Ev- 
erything you and I do is just 
water for Him to turn into 
wine, five rolls for Him to 
feed a mass meeting with. 


—Reprinted by permission 





Jim Crow Angers Irishman 


Dear Miss Harrigan: 
Greetings from Philadel- 


phia, “The City of Brotherly |. 


Love,” though I have not, dur- 
ing a two-year domicile, dis- 


|—just because he’s black? 

We sing “God Bless Amer- 
|ica,” and we pray God to bless 
|America, and I wonder that 
'He has blessed us as much as 


CATHOLIC 


| 
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'EJAVE been travelling| 
again .. . Seems I am) 


‘always on the go. Maybe after | 


all, that title Eddie, my hus- 
band, gave to my biography 
—TUMBLEWEED — was ap-| 
propriate. Anyhow it was | 
grand to be in Chicago and see 
all the gang. My one sorrow, 
though, was that I missed Ann | 


ants Harrigan again. She was on| 
us to give Him something. ' 


vacation. 


The House certainly has’ 
grown, and one can feel its 
spirit reaching out into every 
‘direction. Met the O’Briens, a 
married couple who came to| 
stay with us there for two) 
weeks. Lovely people. He a) 
specialist in credit unions and 
| she a specialist in most every- 
‘thing. We shall know in six} 
months or a year if they will, 
be coming back to join our) 
family of FH. In the mean-| 


° | . 7 7 
tihnmloeea | Aren’t Catholics Becoming Broad-Minded? 


| no salvation for the black man | _ Stopped off for a talk at St. | 


|Peter’s Seminary, London, ' 
|Canada. Met many old and) 
cherished friends, and learned 
‘so much about the lay aposto- 
‘late that it will take me 


nionths to digest it. 


|THE B JOTS IT DOWN 


covered any emphasis in this | He has, while as a nation we 
respect which would make it | permit this most ungodly, un- | 
the exemplar of its name. ! 

Its hemmed-in, overcrowded people. And for no other rea- |that even in the lay apostolate, 


One point which I want to 


christian treatment of a whole| share with all interested is. 


colored belt, running, as it 
were, around two sides of the 
city, is boiling tonight, not 


only under our sizzling heat | 


wave, but with all the social 
ills and injustices to which 
Harlem and Chicago’s South 
Side are heir. And I, too, to- 
night am not only agitated by 
this unbearable heat wave. 
My Irish temper has reached 
the explosion point on reading 
and re-reading Ray Sprigle’s 
very descriptive series of ar- 


ticles on the South, entitled , 


” 


“In the Land of Jim Crow. 


Miss Harrigan, I never in| 


my wildest dreams, ever 
dreamed that today in the 
midst of the so-called enlight- 
ened, progressive twentieth 
century, 


had gone out with the Civil 
War, are still the entrenched 
structure of Southern Society. 
I’m really appalled. 


Prejudice, segregation, ra-. 


cial discrimination and ex- 
ploitation, which amounts to 


open robbery, by law estab- | 


lished and by law upheld, are 
the accepted manner and form 
of Social Intercourse in the 
dark land of Jim Crow—for 
the dark man. 

Lincoln ended one system, 
now replaced by another more 
vicious and far-reaching in its 


ramifications. Is there to be' 






tien. 


of superfluities, not the lack 
where frugality is the norm 


poverty. . . . Destitution is, 


care and concern for getting 


the state of riches and which 
Blackfriars, St. 








\son than that they are but a| people and groups it develops 
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Christians Fight Pauperism 
ATHER GARRIGUET has reminded us that Christ did 
not consider poverty a social institution any more than 
did Adam Smith or Karl Marx. Poverty is a state of suf- 
fering. He taught that, like every other suffering, it may 
be made use of for the Kingdom. It does not follow that he 
looked on it as desirable in its meaner sense. “Give what 
thou hast to the poor; distribute thy goods to the poor’’: 
an integral part of the Gospel. Today men are doing their 
utmost to remove poverty rather than succour it. But those 
whose conduct is inspired by our Lord’s teaching have also 
done as much as any to rid society of the sore of pauperism, 
Their aim, however, in so doing has not been to perpetuate 
wretchedness by making it tolerable—“a course which 
would excite it to rise up and rebel; their one object has 
been to fulfill the Master’s command, and to lighten bur- 
dens which no one can lift from human society.” We must 
be wary, too, of thinking too much in terms of charity as 
(by the Marxist) we are said to do. We have no absolute 
right to property, we are trustees merely of the Master; and 
His will is the good of all men. We cannot, in the ultimate 
sense, give of our worldly goods. But we are bound to dis- 
perse them. One thing the Christian can truly give, by the 
power of communicative personality. That is himself. 
That gift and that communication both, are utterly absent 
from the dismal halls of Marxist philosophy.” 


J. F. T. Prince in Blackfriars St. Giles, Oxford, Eng., 25c. 






KNEW you weren't a|sured that it is, they dig down 
Communist—I could tell for their dime. Still other 
by your voice. It doesn’t Catholics are overjoyed that 
\sound like one.” This is one} Something is being done at 
‘of the classic remarks that |/@8t-” They realize that so far 
“ |the Communists have had an 
| were made to our street-| open field in reaching the man 
corner paper sellers. Each | on the street, and they are 
Saturday the thousands agra to find Catholics 


, h _|offering to this man the 
people passing through Her ,|Church’s teaching on racism, 


conditions down. 
South, which, in my ignorance | 
and innocence, I had thought 


ieieer per : 6s a alas aaah ald Square (34th Street) are, 
variation in the Divine Color|can be “individualistic,” and amazed to hear cries of “Buy | 


; | . . . 
| Plan. | that this trait must be avoided 4). Catholic Interracialist! 


The Creator’s apparent love at all cost, for it makes the | os qd! 
\for variation in Color and apostles and hence the aposto- eae Calieelis wabade oh tea! 
‘Physical Characteristics in the , late stop short of the mark. |<. 


: ism!’ 
| REED Ge sser Gs tw 'eNe Net) | Pat the Gininte Sim or Sl) on oun cute that & fea 


ural order has been, and is be- | apostolates of Catholic Action | 


; : Pas “i | trick: . 
ing rejected, as an infinite mis- ‘and the laity is the reconstruc- | trick; that the sellers are mas 


'take, and His immortal dic-|tion of the whole social | Wuerading as Catholics to at- 
tum, “Thou shalt love thy order, and hence its INSTITU. | ‘Pact attention, ad - a 
neighbor as thyself,” is made TIONS, as well as individuals. | y group 


to read “Thou shalt love thy| Here individualistic tech. | Catholics. Surely Catholics | 
‘white neighbor.” |niques, so dear to the lay | 2"° not interested in racial | 


May His Infinite Patience apostolate, must be shelved justice, and above all they 


' a | would not stand on a street 
|not become exhausted! ,and broader collective ones (ner to sell a paper! One| 


-My soul is troubled tonight | accepted. This point bears| young man asked if it were an 
as I contemplate what must be | meditating upon, and most 314i Catholic paper. He as- 
the Divine Wrath at the sight assuredly should form part of | sorted that he was not anti- 
‘of this continuing crime in our our discussion programs in the | Gatholic but. in fact, much 
_midst—I fear that that wrath | near future. interested in Catholicism; yet 
may express itself, with ter-/ Came home to find Eddie! he did not expect to find -us| 
rible consequences to us all. | steadily progressing on the! competing with the Commu-| 
And we are all responsible road to recovery. At the end nists. 

—for by the sin of omission, | of this month will take him to | ° 

we permit this monstrous in- |Chicago for a complete medi- | UMEROUS Catholics of 
| justice to continue. | cal check-up so as tobe able | N bourgeois tendencies, who | 
| Can nothing be done—no to face our severe Canadian | are happily isolated amidst | 
great movement launched to winter, as far as he is con-|their own affairs, register | 
make America conscious of its cerned, with full preparation | slight shock. Some smile con- 





! 


\people are, 


and on other modern prob- 
lems of labor and capitalism. 


Every Saturday that we sell 
also brings contact with Cath- 
olics who have left the Church 
because they thought it to be 
too reactionary, too bourgeois, 
too unconcerned with today’s 
affairs. Many outside the 
Church share this feeling, 
since there are few work-a- 
day contacts to show them 


otherwise. One woman asked, 
‘“Aren’t Catholics becoming 


broad-minded?” All these 
unfortunately, 


substituting the actions of 


/many Catholic people for the 


teachings of the Church. When 


| we explain that we must be 


careful not to confuse indi- 
vidual Catholics, who ignore 
Christ’s teaching of brotherly 
love and the Church’s teach- 
ing on labor and capitalism, 


with the Church itself, they | 


show a thoughtful interest, 


OMMUNISTS in the 
crowd hear us shouting 


| Sin—to bring it to contrition | 


‘and reparation and amend- 
‘ment to the end that the Di- 
vine Wrath may be stayed? 
The efforts of you and your 
|valiant co-workers in such a 
|neglected vineyard must be 
‘especially pleasing to Him. 


for any possible emergency 
that might happen. We have 
been head over heels in can- 
ning, pickling and fall garden- 
ing. The activities are also 
starting too. Meetings of the 
local Red Cross Chapter we 
recently reorganized, of the 


'descendingly and sail along; ) « ; 
others hesitate, ask if it is) The Catholic answer to the 


|race problem!” and are per- 
really ee ee se haps the most interested of all. 
| Oblc—and, when decisively 88-! Some of them did not know 
| ———_— that anyone besides them- 
'BODY KNOWS, but which| selves had any sound interest 
bear the simple title of “Laud- | in the race question, and most 














God bless you all. 
E. O'R. C. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


that was started last spring,,the wonderful people—pre- | 
|and the Teen Ager program | lates, priests, nuns, and lay-| 
/are in full swing. folk—who really have built | 
| the Friendship House of today. 


Sacred Heart Women’s Guild | amus Te” and deal with all certainly not the Catholic 


Church. Some have known 
that Catholicism offers the 
only possible alternative to 
Communism and they are 


| Poverty Not Destitution  - 


\HE CHRISTIAN principle does not imply that it is of 
7 itself a good thing to be without possessions. 

Church does not encourage the lack of wealth; the prin- 
ciples of the Church of themselves tend to relieve destitu- 
If we may quote again, Mr. Walter Shewring has 
written in a book shortly to come from Burns and Oates: 
“The poverty meant is not destitution—it is the absence 


on God is palpable, and where it is manifest that the thipgs 
which are seen are temporal and the things not seen 
eternal—that, in essentials, is what the Church means by 


and an evil opposed to poverty, since it forces on men that 
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of necessities. A way of life 
... @ life where dependence 


absolutely speaking, an evil, 


en ee is happy to 
/\ 4 welcome the eight brave 
jnuns of the Order of the 
| Faithful Companions of Jesus 
in its midst. They certainly 


were needed hereabouts. They | 


teach our parish school, and 
have started a. high school, 
both boarding and day. Busi- 
ness courses and music afe on 
‘the curriculum. Welcome, 
|dear Sisters, to our edge of 
|the wilderness! 


In Our Canadian paper|paper. One dollar per year—|basic incompatibility involved. 

















Too long has the idea gone|Slightly uneasy to have us 
'around that I myself have | Publicizing the fact. Usually 
done so. True, I am its found-/| the day’s work ends in a pro- - 
ress, as it were. But even the | longed discussion with several 
founding was helped by so | Communists in a nearby cafe- 
|many whose names have not | teria. Most of them are ex- 
‘yet been mentioned, and the | tremely sincere in their com- 
growth is the life and work|™unistic ideals, hoping that 
| of so many others who should | they will be able to solve the 
‘be mentioned if only so that|World’s problems. Unfortu- 
'we of the Friendship House|ately they know very little 
‘of today, and those who will| about the underlying philos- ¢ 
come after us, may pray for |°Phy of Marxism and the aims 
‘them. The series starts with.of Stalin. Two even claimed 
the August issue. If you are to be both Communistic and 


interested, subscribe to the Catholic, not realizing the 
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richer which by nature besets 
poverty is meant to avoid.” 


Giles, Oxford, England. 


RESTORATION I have|send your subscription to 
started a new series of articles) MADONNA HOUSE, COM- 
which to myself I call THE| BERMERE, ONTARIO, CAN- 
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NO-' ADA. 





Catholicism has the answer 
to today’s dilemma; a little 
publicity may help to put the 
answer into action, 

















St. Joseph’s Farm 


Laverne Lissy 


AVORY, spicy and sweet 

the steam rises from 
the kettle of green tomato 
mince-me on the stove. 
Autumn again—and with it 
the kitchen is redolent with 
mouth-watering smells, pick- 
les and chili in the making. 
This year will be a poor one 
here for jellies and jams; the 
apple trees which formerly 
provided us with fruit had to 
be cut down this summer, 
They were winter-killed. We 
would certainly appreciate 
any preserves, jams or jellies 
to re-stock the cellar shelves 
which we emptied so quickly 
durjng July and August. 

It’s hard to believe that the 
crowded days of summer have 
passed. The summer school 
students and most of the vis- 
iting volunteers have scat- 
tered in every direction. 
Wherever they are, God 
grant that they might ‘leaven,’ 
bringing strongly into con- 
sciousness among their as- 
sociates a sense of the unity 
of all men in Christ, and of 
the love with which God sus- 
tains man in being. 


HEN YOU’VE been 

away from the farm for 
a few weeks, one of the first 
things you do after looking 
around to reassure yourself 
that the buildings are all in- 
tact and that the garden didn’t 
curl up and perish in your 
absence, is to ask, “Who’s 
been here while I was gone?” 
And it’s fun then to lean back 
and listen to the list. Neb- 
raska had superlative repre- 
sentation—Dennis Hollan, Bill 
Reid and Margaret Mirasky, 
all of the Omaha DePorres 
Club of Creighton University. 
I wonder if Bill knows that 
his picture was in a Saturday 
edition of a Polish newspaper 
in Chicago. It was a good pic- 
ture, one of the publicity 
shots posed with the baro- 
ness and Lorraine Schneider, 
plugging the book, Twmble- 


‘furiously digging stumps and | 


| chopping kindling wood, 
| keeping an auxiliary force of 
ifeminine workers busy for 
days. Joan Kawaguchi and 

Joan Kearns of Chicago, 
|Elaine Jones of Jamaica, New 
‘York (after whoge name we 
|hope we can soon append 
“staffworker”) Virginia Lowe 
'of Minnesota and Mary Mac- 
|Donald of New York (who 
|'was an invaluable aid the 
summer through) could prob- 
‘ably all walk down the cellar 
| steps blind-folded at midnight 
|... they made so many trips 
|down there stacking the wood 
i Denny and Bill had piled 
| up. 





ARGARET Mirasky 
topped off the series of 
work-filled days that she gave 


dancing, with something that 
still has us breathless; 
through her efforts she se- 
cured a DEEP FREEZE UNIT 
\for the farm! 

The largest contingent of 
visitors by far came from Mil- 
waukee, and they all came at 
once, all 72 of them. Two bus- 
‘loads and three cars full. An 
|interracial group sponsored by 
the St. Vincent de Paul so- 
ciety stopped in to eat their 
lunch while driving to a camp- 
\ing site at Pigeon Lake. We 
were certainly pleased to have 
them visit the farm. How- 
ever, it wasn’t pleasing at all 


;mannerly and quiet young 
Americans were hesitant 
about stopping to eat in the 
public parks enroute, fearful 
that the sight of colored and 
white people on such friendly 
terms would arouse antag- 
onism and cause “incidents.” 

Information like that above 
sets thoughts buzzing through 
my head like bees in a dis- 





and very perfect descriptive 
phrase which Thomas Merton 
once used in picturing Har- 
lem, “the keyless aviaries.” 
Bitter and true words. I can- 





us, and evenings of square | 


to learn that this group of) 





the 


j}marked with sign of 
|Christ in Baptism can remain 
indifferent to the work of forg- 
ling the “keys” which will 
open the way for thousands to 
leave the din, the dirt, the un- 
believable overcrowding of 
the Negro ghettos. All of us 
know well what those “keys” 
‘are... an appreciation of the 
full dignity of every man in 
his capacity as a child of God, 
‘living the thorough and con- 
iscious coloring of every activ- 
ity by Catholic principles. 
Working here on the farm 
|'where trees soften the meet- 
ing of land and sky, it’s log- 
ical to grow firmer in the con- 


most effective temporal means 
‘of breaking down the bars of 


ithe Back To the Land Move- 
ment, 


By the time this will ap- 
pear in print the annual re- 
treat for the combined staffs 
of the farm and the Chicago 
FH will have been completed, 
under the direction of Father 
Daniel Cantwell, moderator 
for Chicago Friendship House. 
There will be twenty-one par- 
ticipants this fall, counting 
the retreat master, and Eliza- 
beth Durham, and Mrs. Law- 
'son who will help with the 
cookery. Staffworkers always 
look forward with great an- 
ticipation to these fall retreats. 
Here there is unparalleled op- 
portunity to look back over 
the year’s work in quiet re- 
trospection, to gather up 
loose ends. Very deep is our 





‘of such periods of prayer and 
‘recollection, when to each one 
‘of us is recalled a very basic 
| fact, that as Cardinal Suhard 


|said, “Our first duty is sanc- teers 


weed. Bill and Denny worked ‘not understand how anyone ' tity.” 
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viction that in time one of the | 


segregation will be found in | 


Vols Hear About India 


recent Volunteers’ 

meeting at Friendship 
House the guest speaker was 
Rev. Thomas Nangachibeet- 
til, a native of India. The top- 
ic of his talk was “The Cath- 
olic Church in India.” At his 


a & 


request we all call him Fa-} 
ther Thomas so that is how I 


will refer to him in this arti- 
cle. 


Father Thomas started off, 


by giving his impression of 
America. He said the propa- 
ganda issued in India showed 
|all Americans to be material- 
|ists, that no democracy exist- 
ed here and that an unchris- 
tian attitude prevailed. Fa- 
ther said that he was very 
glad to find this untrue. He 


informal], homelike and 
Christlike spirit of Friendship 
House. 


| Father touched upon the caste 
system in India. He stated 





said he was inspired by the} 


In the course of his talk) 


\that it is lost in legend. Orig- 
inally it was the same as the 
secret of a modern technique 


|—- specialization. The early 
‘Indians wanted  specializa- 
tions: the priests (Brahmins), 
soldiers (Chektras), farmers 
(Wysens). 

Unfortunately these spe: 


cializations ended as a social 
system. The castes are sub- 
divided. There were even 
high - caste and low - caste 
churches in some parts, but 
they have nearly disappeared. 
After some years’ struggle, 
segregation was eliminated. A 
very strong Jesuit bishop 
found separate castes had spe- 
cial places in church which 
earlier bishops had tolerated 
with reluctance. This bishop 
removed the barrier. The peo- 
ple protested but the Bishop 
was adamant. 


The Mystical Body draws 
no line. 
—Jerry Peatie. 


CLUBS — SCHOOLS — COLLEGES 


Get Bundle of Catholic -Interracialist 


During School Year 
9 Months for $9 for 25 Copies 


Spread Interest in the Interracial Apostolate 


Harlem Mothers’ Club 


The staff, volunteers and 
friends of Friendship House 
wish to extend their grateful 


thanks to the Mothers’ club) 


group for their very excellent 
cooperation in sponsoring the 
second Interracial Communion 
breakfast which was _ held 
at the Friendship House Li- 
brary at 34 W. 135th St. Those 
who helped especially were: 


turbed hive. I recall the terse | gratitude to God for the gift | Mrs. Simon, Mrs. Falby, Mrs. 


eta and Mrs. Thilman. The 
breakfast will be held every 
two months and the volwn- 
will alternate with the 
Mothers’ club as hostesses. 
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_ KID’S CORNER 


‘(HERE was more than one 
reason* why October 4th 
was a happy day around 
Friendship House. Not only 
was it the feast day of the Il 
Poverello—St. Francis of As- 
sisi, whose life of simplicity 
and joy is one we humbly try 
to imitate. It was also the 
opening day of the Casita— 
the beginning of the first full- 
time fall program the Casita 
has had since its home was a 
store front on 43rd Street. 


| This fall we begin, realiz- 
\ing that God has been very 
|good to us, Our old factory 
‘building is entirely remod- 
‘eled. The bright airy room on 
the second floor is a wonder- 


‘ful children’s center. We have 
\three staff workers who de- 
\vote their full time to our 
‘eighty odd Martinettes and 
the Casita will be open each 
| afternoon, Monday thru Fri- 
‘day, from 3:00 to 5:30. 

Our plans are many. Crafts, 
|\dramatics, catechism and 
|dancing are all a part of the 
|weekly schedule. We invite 
/you to come down and help 
\us, if you have talents in 
| teaching — or if you have, 
what is more important, a 
jlove for working with chil- 
idren. Some of the children 
|may exasperate you at mo- 
ments with their unbounded 
energy. They will challenge 
‘you with their many ques- 
tions, but they will warm 
|your hearts with their deep 
aon warm affection. Do come 





down and get to know them, 
—B. de S, 
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Henrietta Goes Vacationing 
ERHAPS it was unfair to 


once he had convinced them 


exchange the cool cozi- of his sincere desire to reach 


ness of Williamsport, Pa., for 
the burning heat of New 
York City at the height of its 
heat wave, but that is when, 
by the foresight of Divine 
Providence, my vacation be- 
gan. Mary Houston (now of 
Chicago F. H.) has made it 
fashionable to write about 
one’s vacation, but don’t think 
for a minute that Friendship 
House Staff Workers relax 
only in California. That’s a 
nice place to stop, too, before 
coming back to New York. 

My hostess in Williamsport 
is interested in farming as an 
avocation of the near future, 
but without Louis Bromfield’s 
unlimited finances it is hard 
to see how his methods can 
be copies in reclaiming even 
a corner of the poor soil, of 
which acres and acres lie 
around deserted. 

An ambitious Negro, for- 
merly a New Yorker, is build- 
ing what he hopes will be a 
low-income summer resort: a 
place where hard - working 
people can enjoy the outdoors 
without wearing out their 
last dollar. He almost didn’t 
get the land (you know why!) 
and is working alone. 


MET a woman leader 


an understanding. These 
young people were exposed 
to all the familiar “clinching 
arguments” of prejudiced 
|whites: interracial marriage 
is “bad”; the Negroes’ body 
odor; they cannot be trusted 
with responsible jobs; and 
‘they have “push days” when 
the whites are pushed off 
streets. It is good to see that 
they recognize their responsi- 
bility as white people for 
slavery - and - what - fol- 
lowed . . . that they realize 
that among the impediments 
of a marriage in the Church, 
‘that of race does not exist. 

I visited Bill and Dorothy 
Gauchat at Avon, Ohio. An- 
\ita, age 6, brought me up to 
'date on the home news before 
/we reached the farmhouse. 
She likes to.play mother to 
‘Helen Marie, 4, and Susie, 
2%, though I suspect she 
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~ Harlem 


| Night Forums 


| 
‘Gretta Palmer, 
Recent Convert— 


turns out to be a staff-ser- | 


geant instead, at times. Col- 
lette, 8 months, will soon 
‘come under her “protection.” 
|When Anita takes over, even 
jmother feels somewhat inef- 
‘ficient. Dorothy and Bill are 
putting out the nicest Christ- 
'mas cards, “nicest” in the 
|Christian sense. Six terse 4- 


T IS HARD for people to 

be Catholic, but it is harder 
not to be. People who are not, 
‘do not know where they are 
'going. They experience des- 
| pair and great unhappiness. .. 
|Quacks say, “adjust to society 
‘about you”; they are doubly 
|wrong, making people neu- 


from the local interracial line verses describe the In-|rotic to adjust to the modern 


center (not Catholic) and she 
was especially curious about 
adult activities in Friendship 
House. I didn’t tell her 
‘enough to satisfy her, so she 
must come to FH when she 
goes to New York. 

It wasn’t only the 10-hou 
bus ride (with just two stops) 
which made me jump for joy 
to be in Cleveland. They have 
new trolleys and all sorts of 
busses—and all of them pro- 
mote jumping. Figure it out. 
Cleveland is noted as the city 
of luncheons and speeches. I 
had my share—and liked it! 
Week-long ceremonies, serv- 
ices, concerts, Holy Hours, 
and luncheons connected with 
the consecration of the newly 
resurrected Cathedral. Not 
only Bishop Hoban, but the 
workmen and the people of 
Cleveland feel that the new 
buildings are their contribu- 
tion to make the city God- 
conscious. Maybe I went to 
the wrong places, but no- 
where did I hear the old 
cliche about all the money 
that “could have been given 
to the poor.” For once people 
seem to be following the 
Gothic towers skyward. 

A few parishes are becom- 
ing interracial and at one I 
was glad to meet a Sister who 
will plug for white and Negro 
altar boys. At another I met 
a group of young married 
couples, with a sprinkling of 
oldsters, who are studying the 
“Mystical Body in Action” by 
Fr. Meyer, M. M., under the 
aegis of a far-seeing and spir- 
ited priest. 

NE of the older women 

here said: “If my daugh-| 
ter were to marry a Negro | 
now, I think I'd go crazy. But} 
I'm not bigoted and I want| 
to get rid of my prejudice.” | 
In the same group, one man| 


had made friend ith the immaculate Lamb! And who can 
Negro sien nailed: in the | that he does not take the vessel of his heart and go in love enough. But others said she 
‘to the wound in the side of Christ Crucified, from which the would receive the sacraments 


attitude would be. broken 


* 


» wire 


‘carnation and Redemption in 
| words whose simplicity veils 
|rich meaning, summed up in 
|the design. They have both 
| known the weight of the 
| Cross during the past seven 


years and do not have an 


|there is no happier nor more 
‘unselfish couple. Within the 
past year they gave shelter on 
their property to several Mex- 
jican families and later, to a 
|Negro family. There is one 
| Mexican couple and baby liv- 
\ing there now. Both Dorothy 
and Bill look forward to vis- 
iting Newburgh—some day, 
|'when things looks better. 
Another sign of life 


in 


Cleveland is the new Institute |, , 


of Social Education at St. 
\John’s College in Cathedral 
/Square. The courses cover 
philosophy, apologetics, reli- 
gion, church history, co-ops, 
‘as well as practical English, 
| unions, ethics and industrial 
|relations, preparation for mar- 


world . . . Converts are con- 
‘sidered, busvbodies because 
| they mention the Church so 
frequently. 

Communists are the same 
'way about what they believe. 
|I say with them that any con- 


r | Casy life before them. Yet|versation over ten minutes 


|should indoctrinate . . . Intel- 
|ligent, accurate information is 
ineeded in the faith. Super- 
‘natural gifts step in to help us 
i\when natural means are 
exhausted ... Catholics are 
‘today not as likely to win 
‘converts by sanctity alone, as 
/people can laugh off even a 
isaint. Today they would say 
'a person’s sanctity is due to 
glands, not to belief and will. 
. Catholics must prove that 
only those are normal who 
‘believe in a God - centered 
|world and live accordingly. 


George Schuyler, 
‘On Editorial Staff of 
(Pittsburgh Courier— 


riage, safeguarding your 

health. THINK many problems 
| Had a nice confab with would be solved a jot 
Monica Durkin who is coming quicker if the Communists 


|'back to FH soon. She was 
polishing. off her returned 
good health at the Big Sisters 
|Lodge near Cleveland. These 
| business and professional wo- 
men are beginning the res- 
'toration to Christ by a res- 
toration of themselves: daily 
Mass, Holy Communion, ros- 
ary and meditation being in- 


} 


‘cluded in their day. Last year 


they sponsored discussions on 
religious subjects. 

Yes, Cleveland is worth- 
while place to stop in before 
coming back to New York! 

—dH. Hronek. 


were not trying to help. Com- 
munists and fellow-travelers 
‘have prolonged the period of 
disruption between Negroes 
and Whites. Communist tech- 
‘nique is to confuse, to disrupt, 
and to bring about conflict 
during which Communist cells 
capture various organizations 
and then the country. The 
United States became the 
‘chief target with concentra- 
ition on its weakest link, race 
‘relations ... Wallace is a tool 
‘and his party program is de- 
'signed to point out troubles 


land play them up. 





Glorious and precious is the blood of the humble and symbolic card 


blood flows freely? 


so unwise or so hard 


—St. Catherine of Siena 
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| HEN LEON King gets 
going in Madonna Flat 
\in French or English on any 
|dozen angles of French cul- 
|ture and Joaquin Torres and 
|Sid Seifer get going in Span- 
‘ish, the catholicity of the 
\Church stands right out. 
Then there is Claire Lareau 
of French-Canadian descent, 
iJim Guinan for the 
branch, and Genevieve Izin- 
icki for the Polish one, and 
Father Thomas Nangachibeet- 
| til from India. Yet we are all 
|one in the love of God. 

We are glad we finally per- 
suaded Leon King to come to 
|Friendship House as a staff 
worker. We hope to get him 
'to write about the difference 
|in the French: and American 
attitude to him-as a Negro. 
We enjoy translating his Eng- 
lish into American. Every day 
we find a new talent in him. 





was the most restful and re- 


place here. He brings very 
\fine people to visit. Ameri- 


icans who have a stereotype 
|picture of “the Negro” have 


they speak to him or see him. 
|He also has some very inter- 
lesting ideas about how to 
\bring our world to Christ that 
we may hear more about. 
Joaquin Torres, whose 
|Spanish class has started off 
with great enthusiasm, is also 
|a very charming and courte- 
/ous young man _ who _ has 
| worked as a.lay apostle in 
|Puerto Rico. There the short- 
jage of priests is so great that 
lay help is desperately needed 
if the poor are to have the 
gospel preached to them. He 
‘is here for his health and 
wants to learn as much as 
possible about Friendship 
|House in hopes of starting 
isomething similar in Puerto 
Rico on his return. 
LTHOUGH _ Friendship 
House is supposed to 
keép out of politics we could 
/not keep neutral when a Wal- 





Irish | 


The first Sunday evening of | 
his music appreciation course | 


freshing event that has taken | 


/it smashed to bits as soon as) 





os 


, 
Y 
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Reporter 


next door to our Harlem 
clothing room. We envy Wal- 
lace the eggs that were 
thrown at him in the South, 
|wishing that some Catholic 
had been the recipient of 
them for preaching the dig- 
nity of a human being as a 
‘brother in Christ. But we 
don’t like his defense of Com- 
munist aggressions in other 
countries. So we attended 
| their opening, filling the seats 
‘completely! A little boy asked 
if he could come in and we 
said yes. So he came in and 
‘accidentally tipped over a 
bench. We took the expensive 
literature which they had on 
|the table, not as much as we 
| wished, but all they would let 
|us have, to destroy later, ex- 
\cept for a file copy to show 
'what well-done publicity is, in 
|case we ever get rich enough 
to afford it. We gave them 
some of our literature in ex- 
change. When the hat came 
around to collect the $75 rent 
we departed. Anne Foley 
asked those in charge to our 
party for Pat McGill but the 
said they were too tired. 
(When their place remained 
dark at eight o’clock we of- 
'fered them candles. When we 
gave up that store there were 
no lights and the landlord 
wouldn’t furnish any so we 
thought they might be in the 
same plight). 


UR GREENWICH _Vil- 
‘lage branch at 171 
"Thompson Street is being 


closed as we can’t spare staff 
workers to run it. The cir- 
culation of our paper, now 
the Catholic Interracialist, 
has grown about 100% in the 
‘last year so it takes more of 
us to do the office work con- 
nected with it. We’d be most 
grateful for more helpers for 
all kinds of work — office, 
cleaning, unpacking clothing, 
serving refreshments at meet- 
ings or selling the paper, 
either on the streets or to 
your friends. Give some of 
your time to bring Christ into 
the field where He has had lit- 
tle honor, the interracial field. 


‘lace headquarters opened 
| would be eligible for all the 
‘others except Holy Orders 


Liturgical Party and she would benefit f 


ITURGICAL | decorations | that. So Madonna Flat’s little 
| for Madonna Flat were in| walls were well-covered with 
order for Evelyn Davis’ bap-| pictures of streams of water, 
|tismal party. Some decorators happy fishes, the priest’s hand 
| were of the opinion that the | and stole, wheat and grapes, 

for baptism and all the other lovely out- 
streamers WaS/ ward signs of the sacraments. 
Evelyn’s efirst steps to the 
Faith were taken through 
of penance and Holy Euchar-' meeting a Catholic girl in a 
ist within a few days and|fans’ club. 





‘with white 









(Continued from page 1) 


came to facts they were out-|cause in the light of Christian 
standing for their reticence. | doctrine. 


They have courageously de- 
nounced communism, ma- 
terialism, etc. but they avoid 
the Negro problem, social in- 
justice and similar questions. 

These luke-warm Christians 
have sought to explain their 
inertia arguing that the! 
.Church is founded on tradi- 
tion. They profess to believe 
that the same answers which | 
were valid centuries ago will | 
solve the problems of our 
times even though conditions 
have changed. They fail to 
see that no tradition is valid 
which cannot be applied suc- 
cessfully at all times, and that 
we cannot use tradition as an 
excuse for our ignorance and 
apathy to social reality. 

We should look to tradition | 
for that spiritual force which 
will direct us towards a Chris- 
tian solution to present day 
problems. The paganism of 
our times must be confronted 
not only with the doctrine of 
Christianity but with Chris- 
tian deeds. 

We must be able to distin- 
guish a Christian from a 
— not only by the things” 
1@ says-but also by the way he 
lives and acts, for Christian 
conduct in society should be 
dominated by a deep concern 
not so much with the opinion 





others might have of him, but 
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CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST 


CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBLITY 


tion can be paralyzed by ¢ 
failure of the machines or a 
'major strike. Whether we ap- 
q| Prove or not, the machine is 
an integral part of our civil- 
ization and we cannot do with- 
out it. The machine is 
destined to play an even 
greater role in our lives. Mere 


rather by the scandal he might 





From all sides we are tol 
that a new era is opening—an 
era of great industrial and 
scientific progress. Whether 
or not this era will see the 
days of Sodom _ depends 
largely on the _ principles 
which are at the basis of this | 


or against us depending on 
the degree to which we as 
Christians take an active part 
in its movement. 

The Christian has a greater 
responsibility than . anyone 
else to face the problems cre- 


responsibility of every Cath- 
olic to see that these prin- 
ciples are Christian. 


ODERN SOCIETY has so} 

far developed without 
the benefit of Christian teach- 
ings. The general attitude of | ated by this industrial prog- 
most Christians towards th€/ ress) We will be held respon- 
social problems resulting from | sible before God for the use 
the industrialization of society| we make of the technical 
has been one of apathy and! knowledge he has allowed us 


ignorance. A few Christians! to acquire and the attitude we | 


alarmed by the important role! assume in regard to the social 
assigned to the machine have problems resultant from the 
given much time and energy | mechanization of our society. 
to denouncing its evils and|{ndeed, for a Christian to re- 


criticism will change nothing. | 
Industrial progress will con- | 
new era. It is the personal tinue and will be either for us| 


deploring its effects. This is 
of course excellent and praise- 
worthy for it shows a certain 
awareness and concern for 
social problems hitherto un- 
common among Christians. 
However, this has not con- 
tributed too much to a better 
understanding of social real- 


ity. 


Our modern society is so de- | 


pendent on the machine that 
the entire life of an entire na- 





Coming Soon 


WONDER WORKER OF PERU 


An Educational Film Strip 


Printed in 


Full Color 


This new film strip, with 60 frames in full color, tells the 
story of the life and work of Blessed Martin de Porres. The 
Addison Burbank drawings illuminate in vigorous fashion 
the highlights in the career of this humble servant of God. 
Teachers will find the combination of colored pictures and 
explanatory captions effective in teaching the virtue of 


charity to young children. 


Regular Price, $6.50 
During October, November and December — Price $5.00 
Mail Orders Filled Prompily 


THE BLESSED MARTIN GUILD 


141 East 65th Street 


New York 21, N. Y. 


SESE MEAN SRE i GERI NW OR RS eS 


Right to Marry 


(Continued from page 1) 
woman, and Sylvester S.! 





cept for an important social 
objective, then only by “rea- 
sonable” means. 

Sections 60 and 69 of the 


|main indifferent to the social 
conflicts of our times is to) 
hasten the days of Sodom, and | 
while a Christian criticism of | 
social reality is indeed an ex: | 
cellent thing and perhaps in| 
its way quite effective it is not | 


| enough. To fully understand 


and influence social reality we | 


must participate in its move-| 


ments and struggles as fol-| 
'lowers of Christ. 


| By Leon King. 





| ss : 
‘Dixiecrat Debate 
(Continued from page 1) 
| teaching, the priest sald, “As 
‘Catholics we know hatred is | 
contrary to the Christian | 
| principles of justice and char- | 
ity, a grave violation of the, 
|great Commandment: “Thou | 
shalt love thy neighbor as_ 
| thyself.” 
“ ‘States Rights’ may not be | 
invoked against basic human | 
rights and dignity, which | 
trace their origin to the hand | 
of the All-Wise, All-Holy and | 
| All Just Creator.” 
—John G. Nolan, 


: 
News Service. 





ment was adopted, the ma-| 
jority stated, to prevent such | 
statutes designed to discrim- | 
inate on the basis of color. | 

Justice Traynor wrote that. 


the right to marry was the * * 


‘right to marry the person of 
one’s choice, and that any stat- | 
lute forbidding marriage to a 
'person of another race was an 
‘obvious restriction on the 
right to marry. He stated that | 
many decisions of the Federal | 





! 

| large city in America. 
‘for human habitation. The 
bulk of these homes are in the 
Negro ghetto where Friend- 
ship House has come to try to 


identify itself with Christ in 
the Negro. 


| Christ is crucified again in 
'the Negro people who must 
|live in these horrible condi- 
tions. Economic discrimina- 
tion and consequent poverty, 
the pattern of residential seg- 
regation which kept the Negro 
population from dispersing 
‘throughout the city as other 
immigrant minorities did, 
have created a swollen slum. 


| Christ in the Negro must, in 

justice and charity, be permit- 
_ted to escape from this area 
‘into new, low-cost housing 
| projects growing in neighbor- 
hoods in “white” areas. 


The workers of Friendship 
House, Chicago, Wish to help 
in whatever way they can in 
this giant job of harboring the 
harborless. One of the major 
difficulties in the way of dif- 
fusing Negroes to new, inter- 
racial housing is the racial 
prejudice in local communi- 
ties where the housing would 
be built. 

Unfortunately those neigh- 
borhood groups who oppose 
the entrance of Negroes into 
their area are frequently the 
most articulate in the commu- 
nity. Public officials and or- 
gans of public opinion do not 
hear much from the citizens 
with a Christian point of view 
but are bombarded with the 


PLENTY OF 
JOBS BUT— 


(Continued from page 1) 


go on from street to street. To 
go on looking for a decent 
job ... that would not be 
found. He had been born a 
Negro. 

Inside the factory there 
were many Negroes working 
. in the lowest jobs... 
sweeping and mopping the 
floor . . . carrying packages, 
like mules. 

“Young man, you are sup- 
posed to work at the Process 
Machine Department.” 

There were seven of us in 


Davis, Jr., 27, a Negro grad-|California eode, which sup- 
uate of Los Angeles City Col- planted seventy-six years ago 


Supreme Court held that dis-| our department. The foreman 
tinctions among citizens solely introduced me to my fellow- 








lege, to whom a license was’! 
refused last year. Both are 
members of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 

Los Angeles officials said 
that they had thirty days in 
which to appeal the decision, 
and that no action would be 
taken until the city council 
had time to study it. 

Daniel G. Marshall, lawyer 
for Miss Perez and Mr. Davis, 
said that if a rehearing of the 
case was asked, he would take 
it to the Federal Supreme 
Court. 

Marriage Fundamental 

Right 

The majority opinion took 
the stand that marriage was 
more than a civil contract 
subject to regulation by the 
state: it was a furfdamental 


right of free men. Consequent- | equal protection of the laws,” 
no| the opinion added. 


ly, it held, there could 
prohibition of marriage ex- 





| 


similar bans in effect since | because of their ancestry were | workers and asked Fred to ex- 
California won_ statehood,| odious to a free people. plain what my work would 
were held to be in violation! Stimulus to Tension Seen | consist of. Fred showed me 
of the equal protection clause} Modern experts were agreed, | What I would have to do with 
of the Federal Constitution.|he stated that the progeny |the machines and started im- 
They impaired the right of|of marriages between persons | mediately to talk .about the 
persons to marry on the basis | 
of race alone, the opinion stat- 
ed, and they arbitrarily and| races have produced outstand- | colored. 
unreasonably discriminated|ing persons, and there are 
against certain racial groups.|wide variations among per-| 
The majority agreed that/sons of any race, he said, hie 
marriages might be prohibited | adding: was nobedy else to be hired 
for such reasons as disease, “In any event, the Legisla- M f ) : ' 
; : : any of the white workers 
prevention, but such statutes,|ture has not made an intelli- |were in the army. Clem has 
thegudges held, must be based| gence test a prerequisite to : 
on tests of the individual, not | marriage.” 
on arbitrary classification of | Replying to the argument 
groups or races. They “must | 
be free from oppressive dis-|race tension, the majority 
crimination, to comply with/ opinion said that it was “no 
the constitutional require-| answer to say that race ten- 
ments of due process. and |sion can be eradicated through 





them during the war.” 
explained, “when there 





- 


‘is the law of the beast in the 
body we are like an animal, b 


the perpetuation by law of the | 
prejudices that give rise to the 
tension,” 





The Fourteenth Amend- 





|of different races were not |odd situation in our depart- | 
inferior to both parents. All |ment: two of the workers were | 


HE COMPANY hired| 


: Octeber, 1948 
Harboring the Harborless— 
20th Century Style 


HICAGO has the worst 
housing problem of any 
Ten 
‘thousand of its homes are unfit 


| demands of the bigoted and of 
= special interests. 


|THE VOLUNTEER workers 

of Friendship House, Chi- 
cago live in all parts of that 
city and do wish to give the 
“cup of cold water” Christ 
spoke of to the Negro. That 
cup is decent living conditions 
in which to work out his sal- 
vation and the end of unchar- 
itable segregation. Part of a 
volunteer’s work is to act as a 
leaven in his own community. 


In order to be a good leaven 
or lay apostle a Christian must 
have some knowledge of the 
principles and techniques of 
organizing the citizens in a 
community for common aims. 
For this reason Friendship 
House will sponsor a commu- 
nity work shop beginning this 
month and continuing through 
the fall months. The purpose 
of the workshop is to arouse 
Christians to see their respon- 
sibility for the welfare of their 
fellow members of the Mysti- 
cal Body of Christ and to take 
action in their own neighbor- 
hood toward the integration of 
Negroes into the full stream 
; of American life. 


| Though the volunteers are 
|tireless in their sacrifice for 
and with Christ we still need 
many more workers who are 
willing to do thankless jobs for 
the. love of God and their 
neighbor right in their own 
backyards. Such workers 
would not be required to work 
in Friendship House itself if 
they did not have the time. 


We ask first of all for your 
prayers for this apostolic 
work. And if any of our read- 
ers in the Chicago area would 
like to participate in the work 
shop, please call Friendshi 
House, Atlantic 6518 and a 
for Mary Clinch. 


been working here for about 
six years. Joe, for about 
seven.” 


At that point a neat-looking 
' young fellow passed by us. 


| “Who's he?” I asked. 


“He is the superintendent 
'of the machines. He arrived 
here just five months ago. 
They promoted him to the po- 
sition that belonged to Joe. 
Joe had a right to it. He has 
been here for seven years and 
| knows all these machines as 
| well as he knows his hands. 
(This new fellow knows 
nothing. But just because the 
skin that is wrapping his stup- 
idity is white, they put him 
as the superintendent of the 
machines. I don’t care half a 
cent what you will think 
about me. Lam a Communist. 
Within twenty years things 
| will be different.” 


He smiled and commented 
as he went on with his work. 


“Nobody believed that Rus- 
|sia some day would be differ- 
| ent.” 


| Why wasn’t it one of us 
Catholics who spoke for jus- 
tice? 














As Christians we have no choice but to accept Christ’s law 
that mixed marriages caused of mercy. We can not follow the law of tooth and claw. This 


jungle. We are not beasts. In 
ut in soul we are like God. We 


| were created in His image. We are His children. Being His 
‘children we must imitate Him in all our human deeds. 
—From, ONE WOLRD IN CHARITY | 
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October, 1948 


PROGRAM— Friendship House of Harlem 
A Catholic Interracial Center 
34 West 135th Street 
(ith Ave.-Bronx Park-Express stop 135th St.) 
(IND-Eighth Ave.-Lecal-135th St.) 
Monday Evening—8:30 P.M. 









READERS WRITE 
Fr. McShane’s School 


Dear Friends: 


CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST 


Prayer in Black and White 


UR LORD sat down 
And taught us to pray. 


; But this is how it comes out. 
Just a note of thanks to all Qyur Father who art in heaven, 


October 11—“French Lay Apostles” —Claire Huchet Bishop, | at Friendship House and t0| Hallowed be Thy Name. 


author of “‘France Alive.” all the readers of the Catholic 
October 18—“Marriage for Catholic Moderns,” Rev. Joseph |Interracialist (formerly 
Cantillon, S. J., of St. Peter’s College. | Friendship House News) who 
October 25—“Music of the Church”—Dr. Reginald Mills| were kind in response to our 
Silby, formerly organist at Westminster. iplea for assistance to build a 
November 1—Rev. Joseph Boue, S- J., former representative | Catholic school, St. Lucy’s, at 

of France on Four Power Commission in Vienna. | Houma, Louisiana. 
Tuesday Evening—38 P.M. | We believe you would ap- 
October 26—Interracial Writers’ Group—‘“Children’s Mar-| preciate a report on the prog- 
kets,” Miss Verita H. McGovern, of Fordham | ress of the project and the 

University. school in general. 
Every Week—French Class—Leon King, M. A., Ancien Eleve | 
. du Lycee Louis le Grand, Paris. \towards our school and some 
Wednesday Evening—8 P.M. lof it came from you, dear 
Every Week—Spanish Class — Beginners’? Conversation—)|,.oders. I wish to thank you 
= Torres, of the University of Puerto | ;, Christ’s name. Of the total 

ico. : 
Thursday Evening, 8 P.M.—V olunteers’ Meeting ry “am — aaon os 
en aa ace 7:30 P.M. ‘all-star entertainment pre- 
Avenue : : 

October 10—Outer Cirele—Mr. Frank Sheed —“What Is 30" by ‘the eclebrated. stane 


Spirit?” di d di tist 
October 24—Outer Circle—Led by Attorney John Bracken—_ The in <-Seete. an ‘aa taaal 


“pm °° | . 
What = a Wes + 18Seh Se. | $4,000 was a gift from a per- 
October — Saaaee — by Leon King, | o¢ Thibodaux, Louisiana. 
as : * $5 ~* ) 
October 31—“Enjoying Music,” by Leon King, Josef Haydn. neving the $50,000.00 needed 
° — for our school. — assistance 
| given us to complete our proj- 
The A. F . of . Fi ights P rejudice ‘ect will be sincerely appreci- 
\ated. It is the belief of the 
By Virginia Rowland ‘priests of the Society of St. 
OR THE FIRST time in| tried to have a Negro, Charles ee of ee ae Heart, 
its eighty-five years of;Collins of Local 6, Hotel and il allies 7 d ghee 
existence, the New York State |Club Employees, elected Vice | Gp, : ti — _ needs as full a 
A. F. of L. elected a Negro as| President. To realize how | thle. The 64 ucation le seed 
Vice President. One of the groundless was their claim we th . ae re cee ee 
fifteen vice presidents elected only have to read the daily Thro ae ae — 
at the recent New York | newspapers, all of which), . noe t col — = 1 i. 
State A. F. of L. Convention carried the story of Mr. |p ee ee eee eee 
(August 2 to 5) was Thomas | Young’s election. The A. F. of —e 
G. Young, secretary of Local; L. did not want Mr. Collins}. We have a small church now 
32 B, Building Service Em- | for vice president because his|'” Houma, St. Lucy’s, named 
ployees Union. Mr. Young,| backers were suspected of | for a splendid martyr. The 
who lives at 445 West 153rd| Communism, not because he | School will be St. Lucy's and 
Street, will take office, with) was a Negro. The A. F. of L.; ™4y *! open... come Septem- | 
the other members of the has no bigotry against having | ber, 1949. The Sisters of the 
Executive Council in the fall.|a Negro for an officer, as the | Presentation from Newburgh, 
[Editor’s Note: Mr. Young is | election of Mr. Young so clear- | New York, will staff the school 
a good friend of Friendship,ly proves. whenever we can open it. 
House. | HE SIXTY-FIFTH Con-| We—my parishioners and I 
On Wednesday, August 4th, | vention of the National —wish to thank you, dear 
I had the privilege of attend-| A. F. of L. adopted many im- readers and all who have as- 
ing the Convention. My hus-|portant Resolutions on the sisted us, from the bottom of 
band was réporting it for |subject of racial prejudice and | our hearts for your response | 
ACTU’s paper, “The Labor/|the rights of minorities. These to our plea for a Catholic | 
Leader,” and I went with him.| Resolutions cover such school for Negroes in Houma, 
That was the day that ae as: Discrimination | Louisiana. 
was taken to unseat the del-| Against Minorities, A Perma- | r 
egates accused of Commu-/nent FEPC. White Primaries, | ee 
nism. One of the unseated | Poll Tax, Displaced a el SSI. . 











delegates claimed that the|Racial Discrimination in 
reason he and the others were | Trade Unions, Anti - Lynch} 
barred was because they had Bill, and Outlawing the KKK. | 


Send Out a Book Apostle 


Buy These — Read Them — Give Them to 
Different Friends 


Give Them to Your Public Library 

TUMBLEWEED—Life Story of the Foundress of 
Friendship House, the former Baroness Cath- 
erine de Hueck, written by her husband, Ed- 
die Doherty, popular newspaperman—Bruce, 
$2.75. 

MARTIN—Life of our hardworking friend in 
Heaven, Blessed Martin de Porres by Eddie 
Doherty—Sheed and Ward, $3. 

FRANCE ALIVE—Clare Huchet Bishop—Declan 
McMullen, $3. 

Books by Catherine de Hueck Doherty 


Race Relations Course 
| In Alabama 
Dear Miss Harrigan: 
| The material you sent me) 
,came in very handy for the| 
|race relations course we ran 
| this summer at Spring Hilk 
| I used Father LaFarge’s | 
| book for two weeks demand- | 
jing a critique “Father La-| 
|Farge’s contribution to race 
| relations” or an outline of the | 
| book. We spent a little more 
jthan a week on the Civil | 
|Rights Report and about two 
weeks on selected chapters 
from the American Dilemma. | 

We held a round table dis- | 
cussion with four women) 
|teachers (Negroes) from Ala- | 
'bama State Teachers College | 
|—had Father Faustina, a Ne- | 
gro Edmondite, in for infor- | 
imal discussion—and got the | 











































So far we have $18,288.81 








He Who alone could say 
MY Father 

(Because it’s true: 

You are My Father, 

I am Your Son, 

We two are One.) 
Said Our Father. 
And He taught us to say Our Father. 
And so today we say Our Father. 
We are quite content to say Our Father. 
But what we really mean, 
What some of us really mean, is this: 
Our Father— 
Not Father of me and of all men who are my brothers 
But Father of me and of all men— 

all white men—that is— 

who are my brothers. 
There’s a difference, you know, Lord, 
Between white and black. 
And I 

(though I call you Father) 

Could never, never, 
Call the black man brother. 
But, Our Father who art in heaven, anyway. 


sonal friend, Mr. N. G. Huth | Thy kingdom come, 
| Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 


Why yes, Lord. 

Certainly, Lord. 

Thy will be done. 

Church on Sunday, 

Fish on Friday, 

Of course, Lord, 

Thy will be done. 

But Lord— 

If “Thy Will” 

Means 
Love thy black neighbor as well as the white 
Call the “nigger” brother in Christ 

Well then, Lord, 

I’m afraid that I 

Shall have to disagree 

And say “not Thy, 

But my will, be done 

On earth.” 


Give us this day our daily bread. 


Give us, Lord, O give us 

Food—good food 

To eat, 

And clothes—smart clothes 

To wear. 

And houses—modern houses 

To live in, 

In the swank suburban sections , 

Far even any contact with the “nigger” and his “dirty” 
ids. 

And if he must be and live, 

Then let him live apart from me. 

He has his place. 

Please Lord, keep him there, 

Away from me. 

What concern is it of mine 

If he be poor and troubled. 


_And forgive us our trespasses 
| As we forgive those who trespass against us. 


I’m sorry, Lord, 
That I lost my temper with the wife. 
But it was her fault, You know, 
And we made up later on. 
I’m sorry, Lord, 
That I slept through most of Mass, 
And told that spicy story. 
I'll try to improve. 
For all my sins I’m sorry, Lord. 
Except, that is, for little things 
Such as 
my prejudice 
and lack of Charity 
and my cruelty 
to the Negro 
and his wife 
and his children. 
But after all, 
There is no sin involved 
For he is black and I am white 
And I have every right 
To say and do and think as I wish 
Where he is concerned. 
And so for these things I am not sorry. 










a Friendship House. 


FRIENDSHIP HOUSE—Sheed and Ward, $2. 
DEAR BISHOP—Sheed and Ward, $1.75. 
ORDER FROM Harlem Friendship House, 34 
West 135th St., New York 30, N. Y., or Chicago 
Friendship House, 4233 South Indiana Ave., 
Chicago 15, Ili. Discount is for the work of 


head of the local Mobile N. A. | And lead us not into temptation 
| A.C. P. to address the class of 


23 Southerners, Northerners, 
religious, lay, military, civil- 
ian, young and old, men and | 
‘women. Classes went along | 
very evenly for every one had 
|come to learn. 


Sincerely in Christ, | 
/s/ J. T. Walsh, S.J. 


a 


But deliver us from evil. 
| Amen. 

God taught us how to pray to God. 

He said “ask and you shall receive”. 
We ask 

And do not receive 
And wonder why. 


ee 
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F. H. Workers 
Before Court In 
Jim Crow Case 


1’ THE SPECIAL invita- 
tion of the State of New 
Jersey, the ten Staff Workers aa 
and Volunteers arrested at 
the July demonstration 
against the Jim Crow system 
of the Palisades swimming 1 
pool appeared at their hearing | 
on September 16th. Accom- | 
panying them were Mr. Louis | 
FE. Saunders, Jersey City at-| 
torney representing the 
group, and Father Fred Mc- | 
Ternan, who gave us moral 
support. After renewing ac- 
quaintance with the police, 
we filed in and faced the 
judge, J. William Aronsohn. | 
It was very gratifying to see | 
the friendly faces of Father 
Fred and Matilda | Matano 
among the spectators. 


The hearing was brief. At- 
torney Saunders stated our) 
case, beginning with the de-| 
monstration, the subsequent | 
arrest, and our release in his | 
custody. He explained fully | 
the series of events which hac 
followed: our agreement with 
CORE to abide by their law- 
ver’s decision, relieving Mr. | 
Saunders of any responsibil- 
ity for us; the CORE lawyer’s MO"ey:) EM 7 
declaration that the summons | "ov evil it is, how it destroys 
were illegal and our appear- 
ance unnecessary; and Mr. 
Saunders advising us to ap- 
pear at least to protest the 
summons and his agreement 
to represent us once more. 








forced on us by the 


with all our strength. 


extremely difficult, 
After the records had been | they will feel uncomfortable. 


That is not the poverty we want. 


YOUNG MAN ABOUT ASSISI 


— | 


* 


Carl Merschel, 


Evil Poverty and Good Poverty 


66 OT, let us hasten to point out, the poverty of destitution, not the evil poverty that was 


middle classes and the merchants in their search for more 
We have tried that, perforée, and we have learnt 
men, how it breaks up the family, how it produces a soulless 


society, how it breeds bitterness, hatred, and wars; that evil poverty we denounce, we fight it 
But there is a good poverty, the poverty that is a blessing, that has 
been a centrepiece. of Christian sociology as long us there has been any Christian sociology. 
To go without, to give up, to lose rather than gain, to have little rather than much—that is 
its positive teaching. Blessed are the poor in spirit; the humble, the common man, the com- 
mon woman, simple women, mothers of children. t 
It is possible to talk to the rich about the dangers of riches and at times traffic island. looks to see if 


To talk to the workers about poverty is 


With the poor who have suffered from the evil poverty there 


set straight as to what actual- | js q feeling that to talk to them about the good poverty is either to insult them or to crush 
ly happened, we were re- ¢heir revolutionary instincts. How difficult it would be to show them that to follow the course 
leased once more in Mr, Saun- | of this good poverty would be to work a revolution more complete than any Russian one! 


ders’ custody and the decision 

withheld until the whole 

group (twenty-two in all) 

appears together.* The other | 
twelve, members of CORE, 

are still remaining away from | 
the hearings. 


—R. P. 


from Friendship House 


Deora Sommerville Sete 'to Columbus Circle last 


From Biaékfriars’, July, 1948; St: Giles, Oxford. England, 25c. 


GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT BAN 


HEN SOME of us went!I do know it is untrue to say judiced, whereas both Jews and |-convert-making does not lie 


Walsh, Editor of The Catholic Worker, England. 


i that the ‘Christian attitude’ to Catholics are agazist marry- 
‘stimulate love among _ indi-| 


WINNING CONVERTS 


Edited by Rev. John A. O’Brien, 
Ph.D., LL.D., New York: 
P. J. Kenedy & Sons—1948 
248 pp. $3.00 
"| as BOOK is a companion 
volume to Father O’Brien’s 
WHITE HARVEST and near- 


ly every contributor to it ex- 


presses his indebtedness to the 
earlier book, which, like this, 
was a symposium of tech- 
niques of .convert-making. 
The priests and laymen who 
have contributed to WIN- 
NING CONVERTS are aflame 
with zeal for souls. They have 
not hesitated to bapti#e the 
media of movies, radio, new- 
papers, and modern advertis- 
ing psychology and technique 
in their quest for new ways 
to reach and touch the “other 
sheep.” Father Odou and his 
“Convert-Makers of America” 
are represented. The Paulist 
Fathers with their by-now 
famous information centres, 
Msgr. Sheen and Clare Boothe 
Luce, to give the convert’s 
point of view on conversion. 
Worthy of much reflection is 
|Mrs. Luce’s statement that in 
her belief no “non-Catholic” 
| was ever le@ into the. Church 
by mere brainwork.” She goes 
on to say “I believe that every 
man and woman who has ever 
heard of the Church that 
preaches Christ Crucified, 
feels in his heart that he could 
be converted to it... If, ah, if! 
He only met the “right priest.” 
And every non - Catholic who 
encounters a priest anywhere, 
on a bus, a train, even on a 


‘he is That Man... All men 
know that the human heart 
must seek its joy somewhere. 
'The glum priest, the dour 
|priest, the sad or dispirited 
| priest, advertises rather 
|quickly to the non-Catholic 
that he has not found his joy 
in God.” 

| But the responsibility of 


fwith the priest alone. Father 


|ing a person of another faith O’Brien tells the story of a 





Big Post 


The Chicago CYO, under 
the direction of Bishop Ber- 
nard Sheil, has announced the 
appointment of Miss Dora 
Bess Sommerville as head of 


their recently expanded Social | 


Science department. Miss 
Sommerville, one of the first 
Negro M.A. graduates in So- 
cial Science from Catholic 
University, is a specialist in 
child psychology. She has 
_ taught at Mundelein College 
and at De Paul, Loyola Uni- 
versities and in Chicago, Ill. 





| Thursday we were met with a 
|demand for an explanation of 
'a statement purported to be 
by a Spanish ecelesiastic, in 
'connection with the banning 
of “Gentleman’s Agreement,” 
isaying, “While it is a Christian 
‘duty to stimulate love among 
individuals, societies, nations, 
and people, this should not 
extend to Jews.” We did the 
| best we could to point out that 
the commandment to love our 
neighbor included everyone. 
Cardinal Spellman put it 
| better: 

“IT do not know what was 
actually said in Spain, who 
said it, or why it was said, but 
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.| ET IS NOT hard to under- 


viduals, societies, nations and | because of the danger to their 
_peoples’ does not extend to the | saith end that of their chil- 
people of the Jewish race and | dren. The heroine is divorced 
faith. and defends divorce, which is 

“Catholic doctrine follows|against Catholic morals. Sec- 
the commandment of God:j|ularized Americans consider 
‘Thou shall love the Lord thy | taking a Jewish name enough 
God with thy whole heart and | to make them a Jew whereas 
thy whole soul .. . and thy|to a Spaniard it would mean 
neighbor as thyself’.”...“This| denying Christ, not going to 
is the ‘Christian attitude.’ This | Mass, and adopting a new way 
I repeat is Catholic doctrine in |of life and thought. This seems 
Rome, Jerusalem, Madrid and|as bad to a Catholic as sub- 
in Kabul. It was Catholic | mitting to baptism for reasons 
|doctrine 2000 years ago. It is|of business or fear would 
Catholic doctrine today and seem to a religious Jewish 
|will be Catholic doctrine for-|person. “Gentleman’s Agree: 
| ever.” iment” would have been better 
| propaganda for Catholics if it 
had shown the real Jew with 





stand why -a Catholic the real difficulties he en-| 
icountry would ban “Gentle-|counters, also the beautiful 
man’s Agreement.” Its in-| home ritual and his devotion 


ito learning. A story of the 
Jewish refugees from Hitler’s 
terror who were sheltered in 


|tention of exposing the hurt 
which is inflicted upon Jewish 
people by discrimination is 
'good. But several other things|convents and- monasteries 
are very bad. When the hero-/even in occupied countries 
ine refuses to marry a Jew]}would show how real Chris- 
she is considered merely prej-'tians treat Christ’s people. 


| Return Postage Guaranteed 
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;man, with a son a priest, who 
\did not come into the church 
until he was nearly seventy. 
|When asked the reason he 
‘said, “Because no one ever 
|ASKED me.” If, as Mrs. Luce, 
‘a convert, tells us, non-Catho- 
lics do not look for intellectual 
‘reasons for joining the church 
‘nearly so much as for the 
| witness of lives filled with the 
| peace and joy of Christ, and if 
{those around us are waiting 
'to be ASKED to come within 
their father’s house — surely 
‘our obligation as Christians is 
'simple and clear. 

This is the message for lay- 
people of WINNING CON- 
‘VERTS. At first reading it 
might appear that the book is 
largely one of instruction and 
‘inspiration for priests but lay- 
people, too, should know what 
the church has to offer pros- 
pective Catholics, and what 
strides she has made in her 
never-ending task of teaching 
all nations. 

—Patricia MacGill. 
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